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DAVID L. BAKER

WEALTH AND POVERTY
IN OLD TESTAMENT LAW

H21: 26-27
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EH23: 15-16
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"No ofher ancient Near Eastern law
has been found that holds a master
to account for the freatment of his
own slaves (as distinct from injury
done 1o the slave of another

master)...”
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Hiffite Law
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Middle Assyrian Law

§6. If any one steal the property of a §21. If any one break a hole into a house §22. If any one is committing a robbery
temple or of the court, he shall be put (break in to steal), he shall be put to death and is caught, then he shall be put to death.
to death, and also the one who receives before that hole and be buried.

the stolen thing from him shall be put to death.
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IN OLD TES
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TAMENT LAW

"The penalties prescribed for theft in

the Bible are much more humane
than in most ancient Near Eastern

aws, and never involve mutilation,
pbeafing, or death.”
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FE21: 1-4
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Code of Haommurabi
(1750 BC)

§196: If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out.
§197: If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.

§198: If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man,
he shall pay one gold mina.

§199: If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave,
he shall pay one-half of its value.
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Code of Hammurabi
(1750 BC)

§198: If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break the bone of a freed man,
he shall pay one gold mina.

§199: If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or break the bone of a man's slave,
he shall pay one-half of its value.
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The Revolutionary Mosaic Law.

NEw INTERNATIONAL VERSION

“[It] has as its primary function the
prevention of powerful people using
their money and influence to get their
own way in the courts. ‘Eye for eye’
therefore means, in effect, ‘completely
fair without regard for wealth or
status of the persons involved.™
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LHo2: 21-23
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WALTHER EICH RODT
Translation

VOLUME I
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“The norms given in the Book of the Covenant
(Ex. 20-23) reveal, when compared with
related law-books of the ancient Near East,
radical alterations in legal practice. In the
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Code of Hammurabi

§230. If a house falls and kills the §116. If the prisoner die in prison
son of the owner the son of that from blows or maltreatment, the
builder shall be put to death. master of the prisoner shall convict
the merchant before the judge. If
A \1% ?F{FE' he was a free-born man, the son of
pay

the merchant shall be put to death.

Middle Assyriaon Law  K(EEE

ASS. If a man has taken and raped another man’s virgin daughter,
dishonoring her (she was living in her father’s house, was not engaged, and
her hymen had not been penetrated—since she had not been mairried),
and no one had a claim on the father’s house, the father is to take the
rapist’s wife and allow her to be raped.
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